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Abstract

In existing urbanized downtown areas, revitalization of local communities and cities is now
becoming a new paradigm of urban redevelopment. In particular, universities which have
played a pivotal role in supporting various local functions but failed to fulfill their function so
far, now have many opportunities to participate in projects or policies related to revitalization
of local communities. Establishing good collaboration systems between universities and local
communities help build up mutual symbiotic relationship and develop a successful urban
revitalization model. Considering changes in social and urban paradigms, this study aims at
suggesting some key implications from case studies of collaborative planning programs between
local universities and communities in Japan in which universities play a key role in revitalizing
local communities through active collaboration planning.
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